
Dear Family, 
During Unit 1 of this module, your student will be researching the patterns of all living things. By the end of the 
module, students will be able to participate in a discussion around the module guiding question: “What patterns 
can we observe in living things?” I am writing today to explain what your student will be learning, describe the 
activities that will support this learning, and suggest how to support this learning at home. I hope that you will 
plan to join us at the end of our deep study to celebrate all of your student’s learning!

What will your student be learning? 
Students will begin to research living and nonliving things with a focus on learning about what living things need in order to move and 
grow. The learning will be focused on these ideas:
• Researchers make observations and gather evidence to explain patterns. 
• All living things need water, food, and air to get the energy to move and grow.
• Plants and animals are living things.
Students will also practice these reading foundation skills: 
• Identify and write the sound for most consonants and vowels.
• Segment (break apart) the individual sounds of spoken, one-syllable words, and blend them back together.
• Decode (read) and encode (write) regularly spelled, one-syllable words.

How will your student be learning? 
Throughout the unit, your student will read, think, listen, talk, write, and ask questions about the patterns of living things. Students 
will participate in these activities, among others, to build their literacy skills:
• Analyzing nonfiction text for patterns of living things
• Developing fluency and comprehension through poetry about living and nonliving things 
• Engaging in conversations with classmates
• Recording observations, writing and drawing about living and nonliving things 

What can you do to support your student’s learning at home? 
Here are a few activities that you can do at home with your student to support his or her learning:
• Ask your student to talk with you about these questions: How do we know that something is living? What do all living things need

to move and grow? What does a researcher do?
• Read books and sing songs about patterns of living things from home or at the library. 
• Identify different living and nonliving things around your home, ask your student to tell you what makes them living or nonliving, 

and help your student identify the patterns between them.
• Encourage your student to read the weekly Student Decodable Reader or a letter book to you every night.
• Practice reading and spelling regularly spelled, one-syllable words with the middle vowel sound /a/ (e.g., “pat,” “chat,” “tap”) . 

Sincerely,

Module 3: Unit 1



Dear Family, 
During Unit 2 of this module, your student will be researching how living things depend on trees to meet their 
needs. By the end of the module, students will be able to participate in a discussion around the module guiding 
question: “What patterns can we observe in living things?” I am writing today to explain what your student will 
be learning, describe the activities that will support this learning, and suggest how to support this learning at 
home. I hope that you will plan to join us at the end of our deep study to celebrate all of your student’s 
learning!

What will your student be learning? 
Students will begin to research how people and animals depend on trees with a focus on learning about how trees provide food and
shelter for other living things. The learning will be focused on these ideas:
• Researchers make observations and gather evidence to explain patterns. 
• People and animals get food and shelter from trees. 
• Trees help other living things meet their needs.
Students will also practice these reading foundation skills: 
• Identify and write the sound for most consonants and vowels.
• Segment (break apart) the individual sounds of spoken, one-syllable words, and blend them back together.
• Decode (read) and encode (write) regularly spelled, one-syllable words.

How will your student be learning? 
Throughout the unit, your student will read, think, listen, talk, write, and ask questions about how people and animals depend on 
trees to meet their needs. Students will participate in these activities, among others, to build their literacy skills:
• Analyzing nonfiction text for how people and animals depend on trees
• Practicing fluency and comprehension through songs and riddles about how living things depend on trees
• Engaging in conversations with classmates
• Recording observations, writing and drawing about how people and animals depend on trees

What can you do to support your student’s learning at home? 
Here are a few activities that you can do at home with your student to support his or her learning:
• Ask your student to talk with you about these questions: What do trees provide for other living things? How do we depend on 

trees? What animals in our community depend on trees? What does a researcher do?
• Read books and sing songs about what trees provide for other living things from home or at the library. 
• Identify different objects and food that come from trees around your home, and ask your student to explain how they help us 

meet our needs. 
• Encourage your student to read the weekly Student Decodable Reader or a letter book to you every night.
• Practice reading and spelling regularly spelled, one-syllable words with the middle vowel sound /a/ (e.g., “pat,” “chat,” “tap”).  

Sincerely,

Module 3: Unit 2



Dear Family, 
During Unit 3 of this module, your student will be researching how different trees meet their needs and provide 
animals with food and shelter. By the end of the module, students will be able to participate in a discussion 
around the module guiding question: “What patterns can we observe in living things?” I am writing today to 
explain what your student will be learning, describe the activities that will support this learning, and suggest how 
to support this learning at home. I hope that you will plan to join us at the end of our deep study to celebrate 
all of your student’s learning!

What will your student be learning? 
Students will begin to research the patterns found in different trees with a focus on learning about what the trees need to live
and grow as well as the food and shelter they provide to other living things. The learning will be focused on these ideas:
• Researchers make observations and gather evidence to explain patterns. 
• Different trees all need sunlight and water to grow.  
• Trees help other living things meet their needs in similar ways. 
Students will also practice these reading foundation skills: 
• Identify and write the sound for most consonants and vowels.
• Segment (break apart) the individual sounds of spoken, one-syllable words, and blend them back together.
• Decode (read) and encode (write) regularly spelled, one-syllable words.

How will your student be learning? 
Throughout the unit, your student will read, think, listen, talk, write, and ask questions about the needs and patterns of different 
trees. Students will participate in these activities, among others, to build their literacy skills:
• Gathering research from nonfiction text to record what different trees need to thrive 
• Practicing fluency and comprehension through songs, poems, and riddles about trees and living things.  
• Engaging in conversations with classmates
• Recording observations, writing and drawing about different trees, what they need and give, and their attributes
• Developing, revising, and presenting an informational collage with writing and artwork to demonstrate their learning about 

patterns and trees

What can you do to support your student’s learning at home? 
Here are a few activities that you can do at home with your student to support his or her learning:
• Ask your student to talk with you about these questions: What do trees need to live? What tree is your student researching 

for his or her informational collage? What does a researcher do?
• Read books and sing songs about different types of trees from home or at the library. 
• Identify different types of trees around your community and ask your student to explain the patterns and differences.
• Encourage your student to read the weekly Student Decodable Reader or a letter book to you every night.
• Practice reading and spelling regularly spelled, one-syllable words with the middle vowel sound /a/ (e.g., “pat,” “chat,” “tap”).  

Sincerely,

Module 3: Unit 3


